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supposed. His proposed "note" had a sharper tone than
Grey's "declaration."
A misunderstanding also arose as to the form in which
the Entente declaration should be presented to the Grand
Vizier. Sazonov and Pichon wanted a very strong diplo-
matic procedure: the simultaneous presentation by the
Entente Ambassadors of an identical written note. Sh
Edward Grey, however, characteristically desired to treat
the Grand Vizier more gently: "In the opinion of Grej
the notes ought to be identical, but not presented simul-
taneously." 288
Meanwhile also Grey had begun to hear from the Ger«
man Charge d'Affaires in London an account of the German
Military Mission very different from that which had been
pictured to him by Paul Cambon. He was informed by
Kuhlmann that the arrangement for a German command
over the Constantinople Army Corps was simply intended
to obviate the inherent weakness in the position of General
Liman's predecessor. General Von der Goltz's efforts had
been paralyzed by lack of authority and by Turkish inertia
which blocked the reforms he tried to introduce. The new
plan was to give General Liman a Model Corps over which
he would have command, and in which he would therefore
enjoy sufficient authority to compel real reforms. The
Corps at Constantinople had been chosen as the Model
Corps, because that was the seat of the Military School and
the General Staff, with which the German instructors would
have to be in constant touch. General Liman was simply to
have a position in the army analogous to that of the English
Admiral Limpus in the navy, against whom no Powers had
288 Etter to Sazonov, Tg. 799, Nov. 19/Dec. 2; M.FJR., p, 646; Siebert-
Schreiner, p. 68L C/. Cambon to Pichon, Dec. 2 (Affaires Balkaniques,
III, 93): "The Prime Minister [Asquith] has approved the proposal of
Sir Edward Grey for an action at Constantinople. He thinks this ought
ffeot to be collective but identical, and that the Ambassadors could express
themselves in about the same terms."

